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accurately is indispensable -to getting ahead. These studies
are treated as mere instruments for entering upon a gainful
employment or of later progress in the pursuit of learning,
according as pupils do not or do remain in school. This
attitude is reflected in the emphasis put upon drill and prac-
tice for the sake of gaining automatic skill. If we turn to
Greek schooling, we find that from the earliest years the
acquisition of pHII was subordinated as much as possible to
acquisition of literary content possessed of aesthetic and
moral significance. Not getting a tool for subsequent use
but present subject matter was the emphasized thing. Never-
theless the isolation of these studies from practical application,
their reduction to purely symbolic devices, represents a sur-
vival of the idea of a liberal training divorced from utility.
A thorough adoption of the idea of utility would have led to
instruction which tied up the studies to situations in which
they were directly needed and where they were rendered im-
mediately and not remotely helpful. It would be hard to
find a subject in the curriculum within which there are not
found evil results of a compromise between the two opposed
ideals. Natural science is recommended on the ground of
its practical utility, but is taught as a special accomplishment
in removal from application. On the other hand, music and
literature are theoretically justified on the ground of their
culture value and are then taught with chief emphasis upon
forming technical modes of skill.
If we had less compromise and resulting confusion, if we
analyzed more carefully the respective meanings of culture
and utility, we might find it easier to construct a course of
study which should be useful and liberal at the same time.
Only superstition makes us believe that the two are necessarily
hostile so that a subject is illiberal because it is useful and
cultural because it is useless. It will generally be found that
instruction which, in aiming at utilitarian results, sacrifices
the development of imagination, the refining of taste and the

